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Introduction

Teaching writing is a vital component of any curriculum, as it equips students with the
necessary skills to communicate effectively in various contexts. While many different
approaches can be utilised to teach writing, one effective method is to incorporate news
stories into the curriculum. By integrating news stories into the writing curriculum, students
can learn to develop their writing skills while also gaining a better understanding of current
events.

News stories provide a wealth of opportunities for students to practise their writing
skills, including developing their ability to summarise, analyse, and synthesise information.
Additionally, news stories often present complex issues that require critical thinking,
problem-solving, and persuasive writing skills. By exploring news stories, students can hone
their writing skills while also deepening their understanding of the world around them.

One way to teach writing through news stories is to have students read a variety of
articles on a specific topic and then write a summary of the main points. This exercise can
help students develop their ability to quickly identify key information and convey it concisely.
Additionally, summarising news stories can help students practise paraphrasing, which is a
crucial skill for avoiding plagiarism.

Another way to teach writing through news stories is to have students analyse the
articles they read. This can involve identifying the author's purpose, analysing the tone and
style of the writing, and evaluating the credibility of the sources cited in the article. By
analysing news stories, students can develop their critical thinking skills and learn to read
critically.

Finally, news stories can be used to teach persuasive writing skills. Students can be
asked to write an opinion piece on a current event, arguing for or against a particular position.
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This exercise can help students develop their ability to present a clear and compelling
argument, using evidence to support their claims.

Teaching writing through news stories involves using current events and news articles
as a basis for teaching writing skills. While there are many advantages to this approach, there
are also some disadvantages that should be considered.

Advantages:

1. Real-world relevance: One of the most significant advantages of teaching writing
through news stories is the real-world relevance it provides. News stories are often relevant
to students' lives and interests, making them more engaging and motivating than traditional
writing prompts. For example, students may be interested in news stories related to climate
change, social justice issues, or the latest technology trends. By using news stories as a basis
for writing assignments, teachers can tap into students' interests and provide them with a
meaningful context for their writing.

2. Exposure to different writing styles: News stories come in a variety of formats,
including news articles, opinion pieces, and feature stories. Teaching writing through news
stories exposes students to different writing styles and helps them develop their own writing
voice. By analysing different types of news stories, students can learn how to structure their
writing, use persuasive language, and develop their own unique writing style.

3. Building critical thinking skills: News stories often present complex issues and require
critical thinking skills to understand and analyze. Teaching writing through news stories can
help students develop these skills and become more informed citizens. For example, students
may be asked to analyse a news article about a political issue and write an opinion piece
expressing their own views. By doing so, they learn how to evaluate different perspectives,
weigh evidence, and form their own opinions based on facts.

4. Developing research skills: Writing about news stories requires research and fact-
checking. This helps students develop research skills and learn how to evaluate sources. By
researching a news story before writing about it, students learn how to find reliable sources,
verify information, and avoid plagiarism. These skills are essential for academic writing and
can also be applied to real-life situations, such as when making informed decisions about
health or financial matters.

Disadvantages:

1. Sensitivity to current events: News stories often cover controversial or emotionally
charged topics, such as politics, social issues, and tragedies. While these topics can provide a
valuable opportunity for students to develop their writing skills and engage in critical
thinking, they can also be triggering or upsetting for some students. Teachers must be mindful
of the potential impact of these topics on their students and create a safe and supportive
learning environment. Additionally, teachers should provide resources and support for
students who may need to process their feelings or seek additional help. Failure to address
the sensitivity of current events in news story-based assignments can lead to disengagement,
anxiety, or even trauma for some students.

2. Limited Diversity: One of the main disadvantages of teaching writing through news
stories is the limited diversity of topics and perspectives. News stories are often written by
journalists who have their own biases and may not represent the full range of perspectives on
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a particular issue. This can limit students' exposure to diverse viewpoints and hinder their
ability to develop critical thinking skills. Additionally, news stories may not cover topics that
are relevant to all students, such as issues affecting marginalised communities.

3. Limited creativity: Teaching writing through news stories can also limit students’
creativity. While news stories provide a real-world context for writing assignments, they may
not allow for much creative expression. Students may feel constrained by the need to adhere
to a particular format or style, which can stifle their creativity and discourage them from
taking risks in their writing.

4. Overemphasis on Research: Another disadvantage of teaching writing through news
stories is the overemphasis on research. While research is an important component of
writing, it should not be the sole focus of writing assignments. Students may feel
overwhelmed by the amount of research required for a news story-based assignment and may
struggle to find reliable sources. This can lead to frustration and a lack of engagement with the
writing process.

In brief, teaching writing through news stories has its advantages and disadvantages.
While it can be a valuable approach for developing critical thinking skills, research skills, and
real-world relevance, teachers need to be mindful of the potential drawbacks, such as
sensitivity to current events and limited creativity. By balancing the use of news stories with
other writing approaches, teachers can help students develop a well-rounded set of writing
skills.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching writing through news stories can be a highly effective method for
developing students' writing skills while also providing them with a deeper understanding of
current events. By incorporating news stories into the curriculum, teachers can help students
develop their ability to summarise, analyse, and synthesise information, as well as hone their
critical thinking and persuasive writing skills. As an added bonus, students may also develop a
greater interest in current events, which can help them become more informed and engaged
citizens.
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