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This study explores the concept of assessment as a vital
pedagogical practice that enhances the teaching-
learning process, with a particular focus on strategies
and techniques for assessing reading comprehension in
EFL classrooms. It outlines various tasks that eftectively
reveal students’ reading comprehension abilities and

needes.

Assessment is recognized as a crucial pedagogical practice integral to both teaching and
learning. It encompasses a range of instruments and techniques employed in classrooms to
help educators accurately identify their learners' needs and competencies. In essence,
assessment is a pedagogical activity designed to gather information about learners, enabling
teachers to pinpoint their strengths and weaknesses. Broadly, assessment provides
opportunities for educators to establish teaching goals and evaluate the extent to which these
goals are achieved. It enhances the effectiveness and reliability of the teaching-learning
process by allowing teachers to adjust their instruction based on assessment results and
students' needs. Classroom assessment is essential for detecting students' weaknesses and
demands in any subject area, empowering teachers to make informed decisions and offer
constructive feedback. Importantly, effective classroom assessment should employ diverse
techniques and tools tailored to specific subjects and grade levels, ensuring alignment with
previously taught material to maximize student skills and abilities. The primary aim of
assessment is to reveal what students have understood and what they still need to learn.In
assessing reading comprehension, various methods and procedures are utilized to evaluate
how well learners can read, comprehend, interpret, and analyze different types of texts.
Specific reading comprehension activities can be implemented in EFL classrooms to gauge
students' ability to construct a coherent understanding of texts. It is crucial that reading
comprehension assessments are grounded in rational criteria and useful measures.

To effectively assess reading comprehension, teachers should employ multiple methods, as no
single technique can fully capture students' reading skills. Reading comprehension tests may
include activities such as gap filling, short answer questions, multiple-choice questions,
true/false questions, and yes/no questions. The advantage of using short-answer questions
based on a reading passage lies in the requirement for learners to formulate their responses
rather than simply selecting from provided options. This approach facilitates testing higher-
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order skills such as interpretation and evaluation, allowing assessors to reasonably conclude
that students understand the text. According to Weir (2005), the primary goal of reading
comprehension tests is to measure reading mastery without placing undue emphasis on
grammar or spelling. However, neglecting errors in language use during assessment may lead
to the misconception that spelling, grammar, and punctuation are not critical components of
language learning. Therefore, reading comprehension assessments should address not only
students’ understanding of a text but also the factors that facilitate or hinder this
comprehension. To effectively evaluate students’ comprehension of texts, a variety of
question types should be employed. Recent approaches to assessing reading comprehension
have sought to incorporate interactive activities and tasks. Well-designed questions play an
integral role in these activities, helping learners engage more deeply with the text and
construct meaning.

A variety of comprehension activities is essential for helping learners engage with different
aspects of reading comprehension. Numerous methods and formats exist for assessing
students' understanding of texts, which can be categorized into formal and informal
techniques. According to Sally and Katie (2008), several effective tasks include:

Yes-No Questions: These questions require a simple yes or no response. However, it is
advisable for teachers to follow up with additional question types to ensure that students
truly comprehend the text, as yes/no questions can sometimes be answered correctly by
chance.

True or False Questions: This familiar type of reading assessment consists of a text paired
with a series of statements that students must evaluate as true or false based on the content.
While these questions are useful for testing recall of specific details, they have limitations in
assessing deeper comprehension skills such as inference and interpretation. Teachers should
be cautious not to rely solely on this format, as students might guess answers correctly
without genuine understanding. Additionally, false statements should be crafted to target
common misconceptions, as overly obvious incorrect answers do not effectively gauge
comprehension.

Matching Tasks: Although this type may be less familiar to learners, it is increasingly utilized
by assessors. Matching tasks involve selecting from a list of prompts, which could include
statements, headings, or question completions. For example, students might be asked to
match descriptions with corresponding paragraphs or to link words and phrases with their
meanings.

Multiple-Choice Questions: This widely recognized format consists of a text accompanied by
one or more multiple-choice items. Each question typically offers three or four options, with
only one correct answer. It is crucial for these questions to relate to specific sections of the
text, although some may assess overall comprehension. Crafting effective multiple-choice
questions requires careful consideration; a well-structured question can effectively evaluate
literal comprehension and also facilitate prediction and evaluation tasks. To deepen
understanding, these questions should be complemented with follow-up activities where
learners explain their reasoning. Generally, a multiple-choice format that includes "wh"
questions is more accessible than open-ended "wh" questions, as it encourages learners to
refer back to the text to find the correct answer.

Gapped Texts: This type of assessment involves texts or diagrams with certain words, phrases,
sentences, or paragraphs removed. These gap-filling tasks can also serve to assess grammar
and vocabulary knowledge.
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In certain tasks, learners are required to identify the appropriate word or phrase to fill in a
gap, while in others, they are presented with a set of alternatives from which to choose. In
gapped texts, some of the given options may be irrelevant to the context of the text. These
gapped texts serve as an effective method for assessing learners' reading skills and can be
applied across various types of texts, making them suitable for lower-level exams and for
students with limited proficiency.

The purpose of assessment is to enhance the teaching and learning process by providing
numerous opportunities for learners to identify their weaknesses and improve their academic
performance. This can be achieved by connecting assessment outcomes to classroom
instruction and offering constructive activities that align with learners' specific needs. This
study aimed to investigate the significance of assessment in English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) classrooms, focusing on the assessment process and emphasizing reading
comprehension as a crucial skill in English language education. The findings highlighted the
necessity for teachers to assess this skill accurately and thoroughly to gain a clear
understanding of their students' needs.

Thus, assessment practices should be guided by clear criteria that effectively inform both
teachers and learners about their progress and achievements. Regarding reading
comprehension, there is a growing demand for thoughtful and well-structured assessment
plans that incorporate suitable methods and tools to identify learners' needs and clarify
learning expectations. In essence, this type of assessment should be viewed as a
comprehensive approach aligned with the objectives of classroom instruction. Reading
comprehension itself is a multifaceted process that encompasses several interconnected skills,
necessitating adequate time for effective teaching and assessment.
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