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Annotation
This article explores the processes of word formation in English and Uzbek, focusing on the 

similarities and differences between the two languages. While both languages utilize affixation and 
compounding to  create  new words,  they differ  significantly  in their  morphological  structures. 
English relies primarily on derivational affixes and compounds, whereas Uzbek employs a system of 
agglutination, where multiple suffixes are added to a root word to convey various grammatical and 
semantic  meanings.  Through  a  comparative  analysis,  the  article  sheds  light  on  the  linguistic 
mechanisms that  drive  word formation in  each language  and their  implications  for  language 
learning and translation.  The study emphasizes  the impact  of  typological  differences between 
English (an Indo-European language) and Uzbek (a Turkic language) on their respective word 
formation strategies.

Keywords:  Word  formation,  English,  Uzbek,  affixation,  agglutination,  derivation, 
compounding, morphology, linguistic typology, cross-linguistic comparison.

Annotatsiya
Ushbu maqola ingliz va o'zbek tillarida so'z hosil qilish jarayonlarini o'rganadi, ikkinchi til va 

birinchi tildagi o'xshashlik va farqlarni ta'kidlaydi. Har ikkala tilda ham yangi so'zlar yaratishda 
affiksatsiya va kompozitsiya (birikma) usullari qo'llaniladi, ammo ular morfologik tuzilishlarida 
sezilarli farqlarga ega. Ingliz tili asosan derivatsiya affiksalari va birikmalarga tayanadi, o'zbek tili  
esa ko'plab qo'shimchalar yordamida so'z ildiziga grammatik va ma'no jihatidan turli ma'nolarni 
bildirish uchun agglutinasiyaga asoslanadi. Maqola, ikki tildagi so'z hosil qilish mexanizmlarini 
taqqoslash  orqali,  bu  jarayonlarning  til  o'rganish  va  tarjima  qilishda  qanday  ahamiyatga  ega 
ekanligini  ko'rsatadi.  Tadqiqot  natijalari,  ingliz  (hind-evropa  tili)  va  o'zbek  (turk  til  oilasi) 
tillarining tipologik farqlari ularning so'z hosil qilish uslublariga qanday ta'sir qilishini ta'kidlaydi.

Kalit so'zlar: So'z hosil qilish, ingliz tili, o'zbek tili, affiksatsiya, agglutinasiya, derivatsiya, 
kompozitsiya, morfologiya, tipologik taqqoslash, til o'rganish.

Аннотация
       В данной статье рассматриваются процессы образования слов в 

   ,        английском и узбекском языках с акцентом на сходства и различия между 
 .       этими языками Оба языка используют аффиксацию и словообразование через 

    ,     сложение для создания новых слов однако их морфологические структуры 
 .       значительно различаются Английский язык в основном опирается на 

    ,       деривационные аффиксы и сложные слова в то время как в узбекском языке 
 ,       используется агглютинация при которой к корню слова добавляются 

      несколько аффиксов для выражения различных грамматических и 
 .      семантических значений Через сравнительный анализ статья раскрывает 

 ,       лингвистические механизмы которые лежат в основе словообразования в 
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  ,         .  каждом из языков и их влияние на изучение языка и перевод Результаты 
 ,     исследования подчеркивают как типологические различия между 

 (  )    (  )английским индоевропейская группа и узбекским тюркская группа  
      .языками влияют на их методы образования слов

 :  Ключевые слова  ,   ,   ,Образование слов английский язык узбекский язык  
,  ,  ,   ,  ,аффиксация агглютинация деривация сложные слова морфология  

 ,  .типологическое сравнение изучение языка
Introduction
Word formation is a fundamental aspect of language, as it enables speakers to create new 

words from existing linguistic resources. English and Uzbek, despite belonging to different language 
families—Indo-European and Turkic, respectively—share some similarities in their mechanisms of 
word  formation,  while  also  exhibiting  distinct  processes  and  structures.  Understanding  these 
similarities  and  differences  can  offer  valuable  insights  into  both  languages,  helping  learners, 
linguists, and translators to grasp the nuances of word construction in each language. This article 
aims  to  explore  the  processes  of  word  formation  in  English  and  Uzbek,  highlighting  both 
commonalities and divergences. Through a comparative analysis, this study seeks to contribute to a 
deeper understanding of how word formation operates in these two languages and the implications 
of these findings for language acquisition and translation.

Literature Review
The study of word formation, or morphology, has long been a central focus in linguistic 

research. In English, word formation is a highly dynamic process involving a range of strategies, 
including derivation, compounding, and affixation (McCarthy, 2000).1 Derivation in English often 
involves the use of prefixes and suffixes to modify the meaning or grammatical function of a base 
word  (e.g.,  “happiness”  from  “happy”).  Compounding,  another  prevalent  process  in  English, 
combines two or more independent words to form a new one (e.g., “notebook” from “note” and 
“book”) (Lieber, 2009).2 These processes play a crucial role in expanding the lexicon and adapting 
language to new contexts.

Uzbek, being a Turkic language, also has rich morphological systems but operates under 
different linguistic principles. Word formation in Uzbek often involves agglutination, where various 
affixes are attached to a root word to express grammatical  meanings such as tense,  case,  and 
possession (Comrie, 1981).3 Agglutination is a hallmark of many Turkic languages and contrasts with 
the more analytic structures seen in Indo-European languages like English. The Uzbek language 
employs suffixes extensively to create new words or alter the function of existing ones. For example, 
the suffix “-lik” can transform a noun into another noun indicating a quality or state (e.g., “kitob” 
(book) becomes “kitoblik” (bookish)) (Suleymanov, 1995).4 However, compounding also occurs in 
Uzbek, though it is less common than in English.

A comparative study by Kormos (2011) examined the similarities and differences between 
word formation processes in English and Uzbek, noting that while both languages utilize affixation 
and compounding, the mechanisms and syntactical rules governing their use differ significantly. 
According to Kormos, English relies more heavily on derivational affixes to create new words with 
nuanced meanings, while Uzbek places a stronger emphasis on agglutination and the use of case 

1 McCarthy, J. (2000). The Prosody-Morphology Interface. MIT Press.
2 Lieber, R. (2009). Introducing Morphology. Cambridge University Press.
3 Comrie, B. (1981). The Languages of the Soviet Union. Cambridge University Press
4 Suleymanov, N. (1995). Uzbek Language: Morphology and Syntax. Tashkent University Press.
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markers to  convey grammatical  information.5 Furthermore,  the agglutinative nature of  Uzbek 
results in longer word forms compared to the often shorter compound words in English. These 
findings underscore the importance of understanding the linguistic structures of both languages 
when comparing their word formation processes.

Methodology
This study employs a comparative descriptive methodology to analyze the processes of word 

formation in English and Uzbek. Data for the analysis were gathered from a range of authentic 
sources, including dictionaries, language textbooks, and corpus-based studies of both languages. 
The research focused on identifying the key word formation processes used in both languages, with 
particular emphasis on derivation, compounding, and agglutination. For English, data were taken 
from standard linguistic references such as McCarthy (2000) and Lieber (2009), while for Uzbek, 
resources  like  Suleymanov (1995)  and Comrie  (1981)  were  used  to  explore  the  morphological 
patterns in the language.

To compare and contrast the two languages, a qualitative approach was adopted, analyzing the 
word formation mechanisms in both languages through examples and descriptive analysis. Specific 
attention was given to the role of affixation in each language, the use of compounding, and the 
influence  of  syntactical  structures  on  word  formation.  This  approach  allowed  for  a  detailed 
examination  of  both  similarities  and  differences,  highlighting  how  the  morphosyntactic 
characteristics of English and Uzbek shape the way new words are created. In addition, the research 
included a cross-linguistic analysis of the ways in which both languages handle word creation in 
different contexts, such as formal vs. colloquial usage.

Results
The  analysis  revealed  several  key  similarities  and  differences  between  word  formation 

processes in English and Uzbek. Both languages use affixation as a primary method for creating new 
words. In English, affixation occurs primarily through derivational prefixes and suffixes, such as 
"un-" in "unhappy" or "-ness" in "happiness." In contrast, Uzbek relies heavily on suffixes, with a 
greater  emphasis  on  agglutination.  For  example,  the  word  "kitob"  (book)  in  Uzbek  can  be 
transformed into "kitobchi" (bookish or person associated with books) using the suffix “-chi.”

Another significant finding is the role of compounding in both languages. English exhibits a 
higher frequency of compound words, such as "toothbrush" or "snowman," which combine two 
independent words. While compounding exists in Uzbek, it is less common and often limited to 
specific contexts. Additionally, the structure of agglutination in Uzbek means that new words can 
often be formed by stringing multiple affixes together, leading to longer word forms than those 
typically found in English.

Discussion
The results of this study highlight several key differences in the way English and Uzbek form 

words. One of the most prominent contrasts is the role of agglutination in Uzbek, which allows for 
the construction of complex words through the addition of multiple suffixes to a root. This contrasts 
with English,  where word formation typically  involves  the  use  of  a  single  affix  or  compound 
structure. Furthermore, while compounding is common in English, it occurs less frequently in 
Uzbek, where agglutination tends to serve as the primary means of word expansion.

Another  interesting  difference  lies  in  the  syntactical  implications  of  word formation.  In 
English, affixes typically alter the meaning or grammatical category of the base word, but they 
rarely change the structure of the word itself. In Uzbek, however, the use of multiple affixes can lead 
5 Kormos, J. (2011). Word Formation in English and Other Languages. Oxford University Press.
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to a transformation in the word's grammatical function, as in the case of case markers or possessive 
suffixes. This difference is reflective of the underlying typological differences between the two 
languages—English being more analytical and Uzbek being more synthetic.

The similarities between the two languages,  particularly in the use of affixation and the 
occasional use of compounding, suggest that both languages share some universal features in their 
morphological structures. However, these similarities are balanced by significant differences in the 
way word formation is structured and the types of word formation processes that dominate each 
language.

Conclusion
In conclusion, while English and Uzbek share some common strategies for word formation, 

including affixation and compounding, the languages diverge significantly in their morphological 
structures.  English leans more heavily on derivational affixes and compounds, whereas Uzbek 
employs a highly agglutinative system that allows for more complex word forms through the use of 
multiple  suffixes.  Understanding these  similarities  and differences  is  crucial  for  learners  and 
linguists alike, as it not only aids in language acquisition but also enhances our understanding of the 
diverse ways in which languages construct meaning through words. Future research could explore 
the  implications  of  these  word  formation  processes  for  language  teaching  and  translation, 
particularly in cross-linguistic contexts. 
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