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Abstract: This article explores the main concepts and current issues of discourse and text
linguistics. It explains the relationship between text structure and language use in
communication. The study also discusses modern developments such as digital texts and media
discourse, emphasizing their importance in understanding language in social and cultural
contexts.
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Language is one of the most important tools of human communication. Through language
people express their thoughts, emotions, and ideas, and they interact with others in social and
cultural contexts. Traditional linguistic studies mainly focused on grammar, phonology, and
vocabulary. However, modern linguistics has expanded its focus to include the study of
language beyond individual sentences. This shift has led to the development of new fields such
as text linguistics and discourse analysis.

Text linguistics and discourse analysis examine how language operates in larger units of
communication such as texts, conversations, and speeches. These fields investigate how
meaning is constructed and interpreted in real communicative situations. Instead of studying
isolated sentences, researchers analyze how sentences are connected to form meaningful and
coherent texts.

In recent decades, the rapid development of technology, globalization, and digital
communication has created new challenges for linguists. Modern texts are no longer limited to
printed materials; they include online articles, social media posts, blogs, and multimedia
communication. As a result, scholars are exploring new issues related to the structure,
interpretation, and function of texts and discourse. This article discusses the main concepts of
text linguistics and discourse analysis and examines some of the current issues in these fields.

Text linguistics is a branch of linguistics that studies the structure and organization of
texts. It focuses on how sentences are connected to create meaningful and coherent units of
communication. Unlike traditional grammar, which analyzes individual sentences, text
linguistics examines the relationships between sentences and paragraphs within a text.

One of the key concepts in text linguistics is cohesion. Cohesion refers to the grammatical
and lexical connections that link sentences together. These connections can be created through
the use of pronouns, conjunctions, repetition of words, and other linguistic devices. Cohesion
helps readers or listeners understand how different parts of a text are related to each other.

Another important concept is coherence. While cohesion deals with linguistic
connections, coherence refers to the logical and semantic relationships within a text. A coherent
text presents ideas in a clear and logical order so that readers can easily follow the message.
Even if a text contains cohesive elements, it may still lack coherence if the ideas are not logically
organized.
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Text linguistics also studies the concept of textuality. According to many scholars, a
sequence of sentences can be considered a text only if it meets certain criteria, such as cohesion,
coherence, intentionality, acceptability, informativity, situationality, and intertextuality. These
criteria help researchers understand why some sequences of sentences are perceived as
meaningful texts while others are not.

Through the study of these elements, text linguistics provides valuable insights into how
texts are structured and how meaning is constructed within them.

Discourse analysis is another important field in modern linguistics. While text linguistics
focuses on the structure of texts, discourse analysis studies language as it is used in real-life
communication. It examines how language functions in social, cultural, and institutional
contexts.

Discourse can be defined as language in use. It includes spoken conversations, written
texts, speeches, interviews, and other forms of communication. Discourse analysis explores
how speakers and writers use language to achieve certain goals, such as persuading others,
sharing information, or expressing opinions.

One of the important aspects of discourse analysis is the role of context. Context includes
the social, cultural, and situational factors that influence communication. For example, the
language used in a formal academic lecture is very different from the language used in everyday
conversation among friends. Discourse analysis helps researchers understand how these
differences occur and how they affect communication.

Another significant aspect of discourse analysis is the study of interaction. In
conversations, participants take turns speaking, respond to each other, and negotiate meaning.
Researchers analyze these interactions to understand how communication is organized and
how participants cooperate to maintain the flow of conversation.

Discourse analysis also examines how language reflects social identities, power relations,
and cultural values. For example, the language used in political speeches or media reports can
influence public opinion and shape social attitudes.

Although text linguistics and discourse analysis are closely related, they focus on different
aspects of language. Text linguistics mainly studies the internal structure of texts, including
cohesion, coherence, and textual organization. Discourse analysis, on the other hand, examines
how texts function in communication and how they are interpreted in specific contexts.

In many cases, a text can be seen as the product of discourse. For example, a written article
is a text, but it is also part of a broader discourse that includes the social and cultural context in
which it was produced. Similarly, a conversation between two people is a form of discourse that
may contain several smaller texts or utterances.

Understanding the relationship between text and discourse is essential for a
comprehensive analysis of language. By combining the perspectives of text linguistics and
discourse analysis, researchers can better understand how language operates in real
communicative situations.

One of the most significant current issues in text linguistics is the study of digital texts.
The development of the internet and digital technologies has transformed the way people
create and consume texts. Online communication often includes hyperlinks, images, videos, and
other multimedia elements that interact with written language.
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Another important issue is the analysis of multimodal texts. Modern texts often combine
different modes of communication, such as written language, visual images, and sound. For
example, social media posts frequently include text, emojis, pictures, and videos. Text linguists
are now studying how these elements work together to create meaning.

Automatic text analysis is another growing area of research. With the help of computer
technology, researchers can analyze large collections of texts, known as corpora, to identify
patterns and trends in language use. This approach allows linguists to study language on a much
larger scale than was previously possible.

Furthermore, text linguistics is increasingly connected with other disciplines such as
cognitive science, communication studies, and information technology. These interdisciplinary
approaches help researchers better understand how people process and interpret texts.

Discourse analysis also faces many new challenges in the modern world. One important
area of research is political discourse. Scholars analyze political speeches, debates, and media
reports to understand how language is used to influence public opinion and construct political
narratives.

Media discourse is another significant topic. News reports, television programs, and
online media play a powerful role in shaping public understanding of events. Discourse analysts
examine how language is used in the media to frame issues, represent different groups, and
construct particular viewpoints.

Intercultural communication has also become an important area of study. In a globalized
world, people from different cultural backgrounds communicate with each other more
frequently. Discourse analysis helps researchers understand how cultural differences affect
communication styles and interpretations.

Critical discourse analysis is another influential approach. It focuses on the relationship
between language, power, and ideology. Researchers in this field examine how language can
reinforce or challenge social inequalities.

The study of text linguistics and discourse analysis has important practical applications.
In language education, understanding how texts are structured can help teachers develop more
effective teaching methods. Students can learn how to organize their ideas clearly and produce
coherent written texts.

These fields are also important for translation studies. Translators must consider not only
the meaning of individual words and sentences but also the overall structure and context of the
text. Discourse analysis helps translators understand how meaning is constructed in different
cultural contexts.

In addition, text and discourse studies are valuable in fields such as media studies,
communication research, and sociology. By analyzing language use in different contexts,
researchers can gain insights into social relationships, cultural values, and power dynamics.

In conclusion, text linguistics and discourse analysis are essential areas of modern
linguistic research. They focus on how language functions beyond individual sentences and how
meaning is created within texts and communicative contexts.

The rapid development of digital communication, globalization, and multimedia
technologies has introduced new challenges and opportunities for researchers in these fields.

Scholars are now studying digital texts, multimodal communication, and the role of language in

media and politics.
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As language continues to evolve, the study of text and discourse will remain an important
area of linguistic research. These fields provide valuable tools for understanding how people
communicate, interpret messages, and construct meaning in an increasingly complex world.
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