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Abstract. This thesis examines the importance of developing academic writing skills among 
university students. Academic writing is an essential component of higher education because it 
enables students to express their ideas clearly, organize information logically, support arguments 
with reliable evidence, and follow the principles of academic integrity. The paper identifies the main 
difficulties students experience in academic writing, including limited academic vocabulary, weak 
text organization, grammatical errors, insufficient critical thinking, incorrect use of sources, and 
poor  citation  skills.  It  also  presents  effective  approaches  to  developing  academic  writing 
competence, such as process-based instruction, critical reading, regular writing practice, teacher 
feedback, peer assessment, and the responsible use of digital technologies.
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Academic writing is one of the fundamental skills required in higher education. University 
students are expected to prepare essays, reports, research papers, course projects, graduation theses, 
and conference materials. The quality of these academic works largely depends on students’ ability 
to formulate ideas, organise arguments, use reliable sources, and express their opinions in a formal 
and academically appropriate style.

Academic  writing  differs  from  everyday  communication  because  it  requires  accuracy, 
objectivity, coherence, logical organisation, and evidence-based argumentation. However, many 
university students experience difficulties in producing well-structured academic texts. Therefore, 
developing academic writing skills  should be regarded as an important objective of  university 
education. The purpose of this thesis is to identify the main problems encountered by university 
students  in academic writing and to  describe effective methods for  improving their  academic 
writing competence.

One of the most common problems in students’ academic writing is the inability to formulate 
a clear thesis statement. Some students begin writing without defining the central idea or purpose of 
their  paper.  As  a  result,  the  content  may  become  disorganized,  and  the  connection  between 
individual paragraphs may remain unclear. A well-formulated thesis statement helps the writer 
maintain focus and organize the text around a central argument.

Another significant weakness is poor paragraph organization. An academic paragraph should 
generally contain a topic sentence, supporting details, examples or evidence, explanations, and a 
concluding or linking sentence. However, students often include several unrelated ideas within one 
paragraph or fail to provide sufficient support for their claims. Such weaknesses negatively affect 
the coherence and logical development of the text.

Limited academic vocabulary is also a major obstacle. Students may use informal expressions, 
repetitive words, vague phrases, or vocabulary that does not correspond to the academic context. In 
some cases, they attempt to use complex terminology without understanding its precise meaning. 
Consequently, their texts may sound unnatural or unclear. To overcome this problem, students 
should work with academic word lists, analyses model texts, and practice using new vocabulary in 
meaningful contexts.
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Grammatical errors constitute another common difficulty. Problems related to verb tense, 
subject–verb  agreement,  articles,  prepositions,  punctuation,  and sentence  structure  frequently 
occur in students’ writing. Long and complicated sentences may also make the argument difficult to 
understand. Grammar instruction should therefore be integrated into academic writing activities 
rather than taught separately from real writing tasks.

Students may also have difficulty maintaining an appropriate academic style. Academic texts 
generally  require  formal,  objective,  and  precise  language.  Nevertheless,  some  students  use 
conversational expressions, contractions, emotional statements, unsupported opinions, or direct 
appeals to the reader. Developing awareness of academic style helps students distinguish between 
informal communication and formal scholarly writing.

Weak  critical  –  thinking  skills  also  influence  the  quality  of  academic  writing.  Students 
sometimes reproduce information from textbooks or online sources without analyzing, comparing, 
or  evaluating  it.  Academic  writing  requires  learners  to  identify  different  viewpoints,  assess 
evidence,  establish relationships between ideas,  and formulate independent conclusions.  Thus, 
critical reading and academic writing should be taught as closely interconnected skills.

Another serious problem is the incorrect use of sources. Students may copy sentences directly, 
provide quotations without explanation, or paraphrase the original text too closely. Some learners 
also  use  unreliable  internet  materials  instead of  academic  books,  journal  articles,  and official 
publications. These practices reduce the reliability of academic work and may result in plagiarism.

Citation and referencing skills are essential components of academic literacy. Students should 
understand how to acknowledge borrowed ideas and how to prepare bibliographical references 
according to an accepted citation style.  They must also learn the differences between quoting, 
paraphrasing, and summarizing. Proper source use demonstrates respect for intellectual property 
and supports the principles of academic integrity.

Poor planning and time management can also reduce the quality of academic work. Students 
who begin writing shortly before the deadline often submit the first version without sufficient 
revision. Academic writing should be viewed as a process consisting of planning, drafting, revising, 
editing, and proofreading. Each stage contributes to the improvement of the final text.

Teacher feedback plays an important role in this process. Effective feedback should not only 
indicate mistakes but also provide clear recommendations for improvement. Comments may focus 
on  the  thesis  statement,  organization,  argumentation,  source  use,  vocabulary,  grammar,  and 
academic  style.  When  students  are  given  an  opportunity  to  revise  their  work  after  receiving 
feedback, they gradually become more independent writers.

Peer assessment is another useful method. By reading and evaluating one another’s texts, 
students become more familiar with academic writing criteria. They learn to recognize strong and 
weak thesis statements, identify organizational problems, and provide constructive suggestions. 
Peer review also encourages cooperation and active participation in the learning process.

Digital  technologies  provide  additional  opportunities  for  academic  writing  development. 
Online  dictionaries,  academic  corpora,  reference-management  applications,  collaborative 
platforms, grammar checkers, and artificial intelligence tools can assist students during different 
stages of writing. However, excessive dependence on these technologies may limit independent 
thinking and writing development.  Students should critically evaluate automatically generated 
suggestions and verify the accuracy of information and references.

Therefore,  developing academic writing competence requires  a  comprehensive approach. 
Grammar  and  vocabulary  instruction  alone  are  not  sufficient.  Students  also  need  systematic 
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practice in planning, argumentation, paragraph development, critical reading, source integration, 
citation, revision, and proofreading.

In conclusion, academic writing is a complex skill that plays an essential role in students’  
educational, scientific, and professional development. University students commonly experience 
difficulties  related  to  text  organization,  academic  vocabulary,  grammar,  coherence,  critical 
thinking, argumentation, citation, paraphrasing, and source evaluation.

These problems can be addressed through process-based writing instruction, regular practice, 
analysis of model texts, critical reading activities, constructive teacher feedback, peer assessment, 
and responsible use of digital technologies. Academic writing should be taught systematically and 
continuously throughout the period of university education.

The development of academic writing competence enables students to communicate their 
ideas  clearly,  support  their  arguments  with  evidence,  conduct  independent  research,  and 
participate  successfully  in  academic  communication.  Therefore,  improving  students’  academic 
writing skills should remain one of the priorities of modern higher education.
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