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Abstract
This article examines productive word formation patterns in modern English and Uzbek 

languages  from  a  comparative  perspective.  Word  formation  is  one  of  the  most  important 
mechanisms for vocabulary expansion and linguistic development. The study analyzes the most 
productive  processes,  including  affixation,  compounding,  abbreviation,  and  borrowing,  and 
identifies  similarities  and  differences  between  the  two  languages.  The  research  is  based  on 
descriptive and comparative methods. The findings reveal that affixation remains the dominant 
word formation process in both languages, although Uzbek relies more heavily on suffixation due to 
its agglutinative structure, while English demonstrates a greater variety of derivational patterns. 
The study contributes to comparative linguistics and language teaching by providing a clearer 
understanding of vocabulary development in English and Uzbek.

Keywords: word formation, morphology, affixation, compounding, English language, Uzbek 
language, vocabulary development.

Language is a dynamic system that continuously develops in response to social,  cultural, 
scientific,  and  technological  changes.  One  of  the  primary  sources  of  lexical  growth  is  word 
formation, which enables speakers to create new lexical units and express emerging concepts. As 
globalization  and  technological  innovation  introduce  new  realities,  languages  must  adapt  by 
generating new vocabulary.

English and Uzbek belong to different language families and exhibit distinct morphological 
structures. English is primarily an analytic language, while Uzbek is an agglutinative language. 
Despite these differences, both languages employ productive word formation processes to enrich 
their vocabularies. Understanding these processes is essential for linguistic research, translation 
studies, and foreign language education.

The purpose of this study is to investigate productive word formation patterns in modern 
English and Uzbek and to identify their similarities and differences.

This research employs qualitative descriptive and comparative methods. Linguistic data were 
collected from contemporary English and Uzbek dictionaries, academic literature, and authentic 
language materials. The study focuses on the most productive word formation processes in both 
languages.

The following methods were applied:
1. Descriptive analysis to identify productive word formation patterns.
2. Comparative analysis to compare English and Uzbek word formation mechanisms.
3. Morphological analysis to examine the structure and formation of newly created words.

Examples from both languages were analyzed to determine the degree of productivity of 
different word formation processes.

The analysis demonstrates that several word formation processes are productive in both 
English and Uzbek.
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Affixation
Affixation is the most productive word formation process in both languages.
In English, derivational prefixes and suffixes are widely used:

 happy → unhappy
 teach → teacher
 nation → national

In Uzbek, suffixation is especially productive:
 ish → ishchi
 bilim → bilimdon
 yosh → yoshlik

The findings indicate that Uzbek relies more heavily on suffixation because of its agglutinative 
nature, whereas English utilizes both prefixes and suffixes.

Compounding
Compounding is another productive mechanism.
Examples in English:

 smartphone
 classroom
 newspaper

Examples in Uzbek:
 temiryo‘l
 qo‘lqop
 oshxona

Compounding contributes significantly to vocabulary expansion in both languages.
Abbreviation and Acronyms
Modern communication encourages the creation of abbreviated forms.
English examples:

 NASA
 UNESCO
 COVID

Uzbek examples:
 OTM
 OAV
 YHXB

These forms are particularly common in scientific, educational, and administrative contexts.
Borrowing
Borrowing remains an important source of new vocabulary.
English has borrowed words from numerous languages:

 restaurant (French)
 piano (Italian)
 algebra (Arabic)

Uzbek has incorporated many words from Arabic, Persian, Russian, and English:
 universitet
 internet
 marketing

Borrowed words often undergo phonological and morphological adaptation.
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The findings reveal that both English and Uzbek employ similar word formation processes 
despite their structural differences. Affixation and compounding are the most productive methods 
in both languages.  However,  the degree of  productivity  varies  according to  the morphological 
characteristics of each language.

English demonstrates greater flexibility in derivational morphology and conversion, allowing 
words to change grammatical categories without formal modification. For example, the noun email 
can function as a verb. Such processes are less common in Uzbek.

Uzbek, as an agglutinative language, possesses a highly systematic suffixation mechanism. 
Numerous suffixes can be attached to a single root, resulting in complex but transparent word 
structures.  This  feature  enables  efficient  vocabulary  expansion  while  preserving  grammatical 
regularity.

The increasing influence of technology and globalization has accelerated the formation of 
neologisms in both languages. New concepts related to digital communication, artificial intelligence, 
and social media frequently generate new lexical items through borrowing, compounding, and 
derivation.

Word formation plays a crucial role in the development and enrichment of modern English 
and Uzbek vocabularies. The study demonstrates that affixation, compounding, abbreviation, and 
borrowing are the most productive word formation processes in both languages. While English 
exhibits a wider range of derivational strategies,  Uzbek relies heavily on suffixation due to its 
agglutinative structure.

The comparative analysis highlights both universal and language-specific aspects of word 
formation. Understanding these mechanisms contributes to linguistic theory, translation studies, 
and foreign language teaching. Future research may focus on the impact of digital communication 
and artificial intelligence on emerging word formation patterns in English and Uzbek.

Adabiyotlar, References, Литературы:
1.Bauer, L. English Word-Formation. Cambridge University Press, 1983.
2. Plag, I. Word-Formation in English. Cambridge University Press, 2018.
3. Yule, G. The Study of Language. 7th ed. Cambridge University Press, 2020.
4. Crystal, D. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language. Cambridge University Press, 
2019.
5. Hojiyev, A. O‘zbek Tili Morfologiyasi. Tashkent: O‘qituvchi, 2010.
6. Mahmudov, N. O‘zbek Tilining Nazariy Grammatikasi. Tashkent: Fan, 2018.
7. Mirtojiyev, M. Hozirgi O‘zbek Adabiy Tili. Tashkent: O‘zbekiston, 2017.
8. Katamba, F. Morphology. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019.

38


	PRODUCTIVE WORD FORMATION PATTERNS IN MODERN ENGLISH AND UZBEK LANGUAGES
	Xudoyberdiyeva Gulirano Xusan qizi Student of Alfraganus University Tel: +99895 586 57 77 E-mail: Normurod.7@mail.ru
	Adabiyotlar, References, Литературы:


