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Assessment plays a significant role in language education
as it provides information about learners’ proficiency and
assists in formulating teaching strategies. The research

KEYWORDS . , , ..
I " work examines a reading comprehension test administered
an&q.uage assehssmfen ’ to a 16-year-old grade 10 student at school, who is studying
rea' I,Hg compre 'ens'lc')n, English as a foreign language. The study analyzes validity
validity, reliability,

and reliability of the chosen assessment tool. A qualitative
case-study approach was applied to analyze a B2-level
reading adapted from CEFR
examination materials. The participant completed the
reading comprehension test, and the assessment items were
evaluated against fundamental principles of language
testing proposed by Brown (2010), Bachman and Palmer
(1996), and Hughes (2003). The findings demonstrated that
while the assessment test showed high scoring reliability
and practicality through its objective multiple-choice
format, several items lacked construct validity as these
items measured vocabulary knowledge rather than reading
comprehension. The assessment test was reformulated
utilizing True/False/Not Given items and provided concise
instructions to complete to eliminate the shortcomings. The
research work accentuates the significance of developing
assessment tasks that can accurately measure intended

authenticity, practicality,

language testing. .
guag 9 comprehension  test

constructs and provide reliable evidence of learners’
reading abilities. The findings contribute to a better
understanding of effective language assessment practices
and test development in English language teaching
contexts.
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TECTA HA IOHUMAHMWE YTEHUS YPOBHA B2
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OyeHusaHue uzpaem 3HAYUMENbHYI) POJb 8 S3blKOBOM
NOCKO/bKY ~ OHO npedocmas.isiem
UHopMayuro 06 yposHe 81a0eHUS A3bIKOM YYAUUMUCS U

06pa3o8aHu,

KEYWORDS
A3vikosoe  oyeHusaHue,

nomozaem ¢gopmuposams cmpameauu o6y4eHust. /laHHoe
uccaedosavue paccmampusaem mecm HA NOHUMAHUE

NoOHUMAaHue . o
npo4uMaHHo20, nposedéHHblll cpedu 16-1emHez2o yueHuKka

APOHUMAHRHOZO, 10 knacca wkoabl, u3yyarnwezo aH2AUlCKUll s3blK KAk
UHocmpaHHbLU. B pabome anaauzupyromcs éaaudHocms u
HAOdéHCHOCMb 8bI6PAHHO20 UHCMPYMEHMA OYEeHUBAHUSI.
bbin npumeHéH kauecmeeHHbIU Kelic-cmadu nodxod 045

aHa.ausa mecmda ypoeHs B2 Ha noHumaHue npovumaHHOo2o,

8a/1U0HOCMY,
HAO0éxcHOCMb,
aymeHmu4HoCMbv,
NpaKmMu4YHOCMb,

S13bIKOBOE
adanmupo8aHHo20 u3 mamepuano8 3k3ameHos CEFR.

mecm HA4
npovumaHHoZ20, a 3adaHus 6bL1u OUEHEHbl C MOYKU 3peHUs

mecmupoedaHue.

Yuacmnux 8blNO/IHUN NOHUMAHUe

OCHOBHbIX  NPUHYUNO8  $513bIKOBO20  MECMUpOBAHUS,
npedaoxceHHwvix Brown (2010), Bachman u Palmer (1996),
a makxce Hughes (2003). Pesyabmambl nokasaau, 4mo,
xoms mecm 0eMOHCMPUPOBAA BbICOKYI0 HAOEHCHOCMDb
OYeHUBAaHUsl U NpaKMU4YHOCMb 61a200apsi 065eKmu8HOMY
¢dopmamy  MHO}ICECMBEHHO20  8bI6OPA,
3adaHusi He 00641adaau KOHCMPYKMHOU 8a/audHOCmbIo,
NOCKO/bKY OHU U3MEpsiAU 3HAHUE JIeKCUKU,

Hekomopble

a He
NOHUMAaHUe npo4umaHHozo. Tecm 6bl1 nepepabomaH ¢
ucnosnv3zosavuem 3adavuti @gopmama True/False/Not
Given u dono/siHeH KpamKuMu U YéMKUMU UHCMPYKYUSIMU
05 ycmpaHeHus Hedocmamkos.
HccnedosaHue noduépkueaem eaxcHOCMb pa3pabomku
OYeHOYHbIX 3adaHull, Komopble usmepsirom
npednosiazaemvle KOHCMPYKMHblE XAPAKMepucmuku u
npedocmasisitom HadéxcHvle aHHble 0 HABLIKAX YMeHUsl
yuawjuxcsi. IlosyueHHble pe3ysbmamsl cnocobcmeyom
ayquwemy adgpekmusHoll  npakmuku
513blK0B020 OYEHUBAHUSI U paspabomku mecmos 8

BblAB8/1EHHbLIX

mMO4YHO

NOHUMAHUIO

KOHmMeKkcme npenodaeaHUﬂ AH2/UTICKO20 S13bIKA.

INTRODUCTION
Assessment is a
component of the teaching and learning

process. Effective assessment tools
provide significant information about

learners’ language proficiency, strengths,

fundamental

Volume 6, Issue 06, June 2026 76 ISSN 2181-2888


file:///D:/Work/Innovative%20Academy/Innovative%20Academy%20journals/EJAR/Main%20documents%20-%20Asosiy%20fayllar/www.in-academy.uz
mailto:nilufarshokirovam@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-0789-7452

i

=/

EURASIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES,

//f/ PHILOSOPHY AND CULTURE

Innovative Academy Research Support Center

www.in-academy.uz/index.php/ejsspc

and weaknesses, enabling teachers to
make informed instructional decisions.
Efficient assessment not only evaluates
students’ achievement but also
contributes to the improvement of
curriculum design and planning, material
selection, and classroom instruction.
Reading comprehension plays a pivotal
role among four language skills since it
enables language to access information,
develop critical thinking skills, and
support language acquisition. Assessing
reading comprehension accurately is
crucial for understanding learners’
abilities and ensuring that instructional
objectives are achieved. However,
developing a valid and reliable reading
assessment remains a challenging task.
Test items should measure reading
comprehension rather than unrelated
linguistic knowledge such as vocabulary
or grammar. Language testing scholars
accentuates several qualities of effective
assessments. The present study
investigates a reading comprehension
assessment administered to a Grade 10
learner studying English as a foreign
language.  Specifically, the study
examines the strengths and weaknesses
of the selected test by analyzing its
validity and reliability. Based on the
findings, modifications are proposed to
improve the effectiveness of the
assessment instrument. The study aims
to contribute to the growing body of
research on language assessment and
provide practical recommendations for
English language teachers and test
developers.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Reliability is considered to be an
essential characteristic of any test which
refers to the accuracy and consistency of
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data gathered in a study. In other words,
tests should produce the similar results
on repeated trials. Brown (2010) stated
the items need to be evenly difficult,
distractors need to be well designed, and
items need to be well distributed to make
the test reliable.

Validity of the test refers whether
test measures or does not measure what
it intends to measure. It is often
considered the most important
characteristic of assessment because all
interpretations of test scores depend on
the validity of the instrument. Bachman
and Palmer (1996) emphasize that
validity concerns the meaningfulness
and appropriateness of inferences drawn
from test results. Several types of validity
are commonly discussed in language
assessment. Content validity refers to the
degree to which test items adequately
represent the target skill domain.
Construct validity concerns whether the
test accurately measures the theoretical
construct it intends to assess.

METHODOLOGY

The subject that was selected for
the research work was a 16-years old
girl. She studies at an International
school in the 10t% grade. Instructors
utilize “Solutions for Upper Intermediate
students” by Oxford University Press in
conducting the lessons for 10t grades.
However, there has been decided by the
school administration that 10t grade
students should be taught in the IELTS
program. The same class is taught by two
teachers: native English teacher and local
teacher. Native English teacher works on
the reading and writing comprehension
of the 10t graders and local teacher
works on their listening, speaking,
vocabulary and grammar skills. The
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participant is Uzbek. She is a bilingual
learner. She speaks fluently both English
and Russian languages. Her native
language is Uzbek. However, she prefers
to speak Russian language. The subject is
from researcher’s own English class
where she conducts English language.
This learner has already become an
independent learner and acquired
autonomous learning skills. This English
learner only needs to be coached, trained
and provided with the right materials.
She does not have to be explained every
single detail since she can study on her
own and learn if the right path is shown
for her. She has been studying English
language intensively for 5 years. This
learner is planning to take an IELTS test
in summer. For this reason, the
researcher has recently checked the level
of the learner. All the four skills:
speaking, listening, writing and reading
skills of the learner were checked. In
addition, paper- based grammar and
vocabulary tests were also taken from
the subject.

FINDINGS

The table below demonstrates the
results of the test:

Skill Level Correct
answers
Listening B2 40/32
(40/32)
Speaking B2 -
Writing B1+ -
Reading B2 40/30
(40/30)
Vocabulary B2 10/8
test (10/8)
Grammar test B2 15/12
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The level assessment was taken a
month ago. Generally, the learner does
possess good command of English. She
speaks fluently and can discuss
desperate topics in unfamiliar situations.
However, she  might
challenges in discussing some topic
because of her lack of knowledge and
vocabulary case on these fields. The
learner wrote an opinion essay about
unpaid community. The learner can
utilize simple and complex sentences
effectively. However, she does have some
problems in connecting the ideas
logically and most of the given ideas were
not developed in her essay. The learner
possesses range of vocabulary on
different topics and utilizes it efficiently
both in her speech and written
production.

The level assessment test was
appropriate and reliable in identifying
the level of the learner since researcher
made a great effort to check all the skills
of the learner in order to foster teaching
process.

This placement test was taken by
the researcher in order to identify the
level of the learner and diagnose her
weaknesses. After analyzing the results
of this test, researcher prepared
appropriate lesson plans and selected
materials thoroughly in order to meet the
needs of the learner. To be more
precisely, this assessment test truly
altered the researcher’s instructions in

encounter

the class.

Researcher has taken a testin order
to identify the reading comprehension of
the learner. This test was taken from the
past CEFR exam materials. Researcher
specifically selected B2 level reading test
for the participant. This reading test does
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include three parts. The total number of
the question items are 26. However, the
researcher decided to take the first part
of the reading test. The overall number of
the question items in this part are seven.
There is a given a magazine article about
a young mother whose house was
burgled. The instructions are given at the
top of the reading passage for the
learners. The type of the questions is
selected response: multiple choice.
Learners get two points for each correct
answer.

The outlined below essential
aspects of the test were analyzed
thoroughly:

e Validity

e Reliability

e Content goals
e Standards

e Biases

In addition, the accessibility of the
test both linguistically and culturally to
the learner’s profile was also taken into
consideration.

The outlined below strengths of the
selected test/assessment were observed:
1. High scoring reliability: The test
consists of discrete 26  point
dichotomous items which make the test
objective
2. Authenticity: Bachman & Palmer
(1996) stated that authenticity is “the
degree of correspondence of the
characteristics of a given language test
task to the features of a target language
task Selected response (multiple choice)
items can make test reliable.

3. Brown (2010) sated that a fixed
response format items increase test
reliability

4. Test can be considered practical
because it can be administrated easily
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and scoring is easy. Practicality can
include “costs, amount of time,
administer, and ease of scoring” (Brown,
2010, p.26)

The outlined below weaknesses
were observed and analyzed:

1) Has poor construct in validity: it
does not measure exactly what it
proposes to measure

2) Test reliability: Brown (2010)
stated the items need to be evenly
difficult, distractors need to be well
designed, and items need to be well
distributed to make the test reliable

3) Authenticity:

- Decontextualized

- irrelevant topics/questions

- the tasks do not replicate real -
world tasks.

DISCUSSION

The test was modified after
analyzing its weaknesses thoroughly.
First and foremost, True-false question
items and Not given distractor were
added to decrease the probability of
guessing answer. Hughes (2016)
mentions that True/False/Not selected-
response test items are considered to be
the variety of multiple-choice items.
Nevertheless, when the test has one
distractor, it might increase 50% of
probability and students can guess the
answer.

Then researcher decided to add
clear instructions in order to provide
learners with concise description of the
test items. The instructions from the
IELTS Cambridge were taken with the
aim to specify the instructions for
students (Jakeman and McDowell, 2014).
Learners might accelerate  solid
understanding of the task which
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eventually might enhance the reliability
level of the test.

True If the statement agrees
False If the statement
contradicts the
information
Not Given If there is no
information on this

The current test transformed into
computer-based testing. Computer-
based testing might bring several
benefits namely reducing the workload
of a teacher and paper-printing. In
addition, it gives a chance to get
immediate feedback and scoring which
accelerates practicality and reliability
(Chapelle & Douglas, 2006).

The test items were modified in
order to make them clear and enhance
validity. All the question items were
altered into True/False/Not given
question types in order to check the
reading comprehension of the learner
since these items mostly check
vocabulary case of the learner.

Test item 1. Original version:
How was Lisa feeling as she walked home
from work?

This item was altered because it
checks the vocabulary case of the
learners not the reading comprehension.

Modified version: Lisa was very
tired as she walked home from work

Test item 2. Original version:
What does “pick up” mean in line 5?

Modified version

Lisa did not take her three years old
kid from her grandmother’s home

Test item 3. Original version:
What first led Lisa to think there was a
burglar in her house?

Volume 6, Issue 06, June 2026

Modified version: Lisa noticed
that that the door was open while
watching TV

Test item 4. Original version:
Why did not Lisa wait in her neighbor’s
house until the police arrival?

Modified version

Lisa was so curious what was
happening in her house that she did not
want to wait for the police arrival

Test item 5. Original version.
What does “Lisa saw red” mean?

Modified version: Lisa was
frightened when she saw that the
window was open

In conclusion, the current test had
its own strengths and weaknesses.
Weaknesses were excluded by altering
the test items into True/False/Not given
type of questions since it might increase
the test validity.

CONCLUSION

This  study examined  the
effectiveness of a B2-level reading
comprehension assessment
administered to a Grade 10 English
language learner. The analysis focused
on key principles of language
assessment, particularly validity,
reliability, authenticity, and practicality.
The findings revealed that while the
original test demonstrated strong
reliability and practicality through its
objective scoring procedures and ease of
administration, several items lacked
construct validity because they primarily
assessed vocabulary knowledge rather
than reading comprehension skills.

To address these shortcomings, the
assessment was revised by transforming
selected multiple-choice questions into
True/False/Not Given items and by
providing clearer instructions. These

ISSN 2181-2888


file:///D:/Work/Innovative%20Academy/Innovative%20Academy%20journals/EJAR/Main%20documents%20-%20Asosiy%20fayllar/www.in-academy.uz

EURASIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES,
PHILOSOPHY AND CULTURE

Innovative Academy Research Support Center
www.in-academy.uz/index.php/ejsspc

modifications were intended to ensure Effective reading assessments should not
closer alignment  between the only be reliable and practical but also
assessment tasks and the reading demonstrate strong construct validity.
comprehension construct being The findings suggest that thoughtful
measured. Furthermore, the transition to revision of test items can significantly
a computer-based format enhanced the improve assessment quality and provide
practicality of the assessment by more meaningful evidence of learners’
facilitating efficient administration, reading abilities. Future research may
scoring, and feedback. investigate the effectiveness of the

Overall, the study highlights the revised assessment with a larger group
importance of carefully designing of learners to further evaluate its validity
assessment tasks that accurately and reliability in different educational
measure the intended language skills. contexts.
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