- EURASTIAN JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH

Innovative Academy Research Support Center
www.in-academy.uz/index.php/ejar

LINGUISTIC FEATURES OF YOUTH SPEECH IN THE
KARAKALPAK LANGUAGE
Adilbekova Gulnur Sandibek qizi
Karakalpak Language Teacher at Nukus Technical School of

Advanced Professional Skills
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20611644

ABSTRACT

This article examines the linguistic features of youth speech
in the Karakalpak language and analyzes its role in
contemporary language development. Particular attention
is paid to lexical innovation, slang formation, semantic
changes, code-switching, lexical borrowing, and the
influence of digital communication on youth discourse. The
study demonstrates that youth speech reflects ongoing
social, cultural, and technological transformations and
serves as an important source of linguistic innovation.
Furthermore, the article highlights the significance of youth
language as a marker of social identity and cultural
affiliation. The findings indicate that youth speech
contributes to the enrichment and modernization of the
Karakalpak language while simultaneously reflecting
broader processes of globalization and intercultural
communication.
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Introduction. Language is a living
and constantly evolving system that
responds to changes occurring within

only linguistic processes but also social
values, cultural preferences, and
collective identities. Through language,

society. Social development, young speakers express their attitudes,
technological progress, cultural establish social relationships, and
interaction, and globalization differentiate themselves from other
significantly influence linguistic generations. In recent years, the rapid
practices and contribute to the expansion of digital technologies and
emergence of new forms  of social media platforms has further
communication. Among various social increased the pace of linguistic change

groups, young people are often regarded among young people. These

as the most active participants in
linguistic innovation because they
quickly adapt to new trends and
frequently experiment with language.
Consequently, youth speech occupies a
special place in sociolinguistic research.
The speech of young people reflects not
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developments have had a considerable
impact on the vocabulary, style, and
communicative practices of Karakalpak-
speaking youth [4, 188-197]. The
purpose of this article is to examine the
linguistic characteristics of youth speech
in the Karakalpak language and to
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identify the factors that influence its
formation and development. Particular
attention is devoted to lexical, semantic,
stylisticc and pragmatic features that
distinguish  youth language from
standard language usage.

The linguistic
contemporary Karakalpak youth is
shaped by several interconnected social
and cultural factors. Globalization,
technological development, social media,
and popular culture have significantly
influenced language use among young
speakers [1, 272-275]. The relationship
between these factors and youth speech
is illustrated in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Main Factors Influencing
Youth Speech in the Karakalpak
Language
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One of the most significant features
of youth speech in the Karakalpak
language is lexical innovation. Young
speakers actively create new words and
expressions to describe contemporary
realities, emotions, and social
experiences. These innovations
frequently emerge within peer groups,
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educational institutions, and online
communities before spreading to
broader social networks. As a result,
youth speech continuously enriches the
lexical resources of the language [3].

Slang constitutes another important
component of youth discourse. Slang
expressions often serve as markers of
group identity and solidarity. By using
specialized vocabulary, young people
establish  social boundaries and
distinguish themselves from older
generations. Furthermore, slang
provides speakers with expressive and
emotionally charged linguistic tools that
facilitate informal communication. Since
social trends and cultural influences
change rapidly, slang vocabulary is
characterized by constant renewal and
transformation [2].

In addition to lexical creativity,
borrowing plays a crucial role in
contemporary youth speech.
Globalization has intensified linguistic
contact between different languages and
cultures, leading to the adoption of
numerous foreign lexical items. English
borrowings are particularly widespread
related to technology,
entertainment, education, and social

in areas

media. Russian also continues to exert
considerable influence on the linguistic
practices of many Karakalpak speakers.
Consequently, youth speech often
incorporates foreign words that have
been adapted to the phonological and
grammatical structure of the Karakalpak
language. Another notable feature is
semantic innovation. Existing words
frequently acquire new meanings within
youth communities. Through
metaphorical extension, irony, and

creative reinterpretation, young
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speakers develop novel semantic
associations that enhance the expressive
potential of language. Such semantic
shifts reflect changing social realities and
demonstrate the adaptability of linguistic
systems [5].

Digital communication has become
one of the primary factors shaping youth
language. Social networking platforms,
instant messaging applications, and
online communities encourage the use of
abbreviated forms, acronyms, emojis,
and other innovative communicative
strategies. The need for rapid
communication often results in linguistic
economy, leading speakers to shorten
words and phrases
compromising meaning. Consequently,
digital discourse has introduced new
linguistic conventions that increasingly
influence both written and spoken
communication. Moreover, youth speech
is characterized by a high degree of
emotionality and expressiveness. Young
speakers frequently employ evaluative
vocabulary, interjections, intensifiers,
and figurative language to communicate
feelings and attitudes. Such expressive
devices make communication more

without

engaging  and help strengthen
interpersonal relationships. In addition,
emotional language reflects the desire of
young people to create vivid and
memorable communicative experiences.

Humor also occupies a prominent
place in youth discourse. Wordplay,
irony, sarcasm, and creative linguistic
constructions are widely wused in
everyday communication. These
linguistic strategies not only entertain
but also facilitate social interaction and
group cohesion. Through humorous

expressions, young speakers
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cultural
communicative

demonstrate
awareness, and
competence [7].

Code-switching represents another
characteristic feature of youth speech.
Many young Karakalpak speakers live in
multilingual
Karakalpak, Uzbek, Russian, and English
coexist. As a result, speakers frequently
alternate between languages depending
on the communicative context. Code-
switching may serve various functions,
including emphasis, clarification, identity
expression, and adaptation to specific
audiences. This phenomenon reflects
both linguistic diversity and the
flexibility of
contemporary youth. At the pragmatic
level, youth communication often relies
on shared cultural knowledge and
contextual understanding. Many
expressions derive their meaning from
specific social experiences, popular
culture references, or online trends.
Consequently, effective communication
within youth communities frequently
depends on familiarity with these
cultural and social contexts.

The influence of mass media and
popular culture further contributes to
the development of youth speech. Music,
films, television programs, online videos,
and social media influencers introduce
new vocabulary and communicative
patterns that are readily adopted by
young audiences. Through repeated
exposure, these linguistic elements
become integrated into everyday speech
ongoing
transformation of language. Despite
concerns regarding the increasing
presence of foreign lexical items and
nonstandard expressions, youth speech

creativity,

environments where

communicative

and contribute to the
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should not be perceived as a threat to the
Karakalpak language. On the contrary,
linguistic innovation demonstrates the
vitality and adaptability of the language.
Throughout history, languages have
evolved through processes of borrowing,
semantic change, and stylistic
innovation. The linguistic creativity of
young speakers therefore represents a
natural stage in language development.
Furthermore, youth speech serves as
an important indicator of social change.
The linguistic choices made by young
people  reflect  broader
technological, and
transformations
society. Consequently, the study of youth
language provides valuable insights into
contemporary social dynamics and
cultural  developments. From a
sociolinguistic perspective, youth speech
functions as a mechanism of identity
construction. Language enables
individuals to express membership in
particular social groups and to
communicate  shared values and
experiences. Through specific linguistic
forms, young people negotiate social
relationships and establish their place
Therefore, youth
language should be viewed not merely as
a linguistic phenomenon but also as a
significant social and cultural practice.

cultural,
ideological
occurring  within

within  society.

Conclusion. The analysis of youth
speech in the Karakalpak language
reveals a dynamic and innovative
linguistic system influenced by social,
technological, and cultural factors.
Lexical innovation, slang usage,
borrowing, semantic change, digital
communication, code-switching, and
expressive language constitute the
primary features of contemporary youth
discourse. These characteristics reflect
the adaptability of the Karakalpak
language and demonstrate the active role
of young speakers in linguistic
development. Moreover, youth speech
serves as an important medium for the
expression of social identity, cultural
values, and group affiliation. The
increasing influence of globalization and
digital technologies continues to
transform linguistic practices, creating
new opportunities for communication
and linguistic creativity. Consequently,
youth language remains one of the most
significant sources of language change
and innovation. In conclusion, the study
of youth speech contributes to a deeper
understanding of  both
evolution and social transformation. As

linguistic

contemporary society continues to
develop, the linguistic practices of young
people will undoubtedly remain a crucial
factor in shaping the future of the
Karakalpak language.
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