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Competitions in various sports are
essential in introducing preschool children,
schoolchildren, students, as well as people
of various age categories to regular
physical education and sports [5]. The
rapid development of modern sports, and
in particular sports games, imposes a
serious responsibility on sports referees.
Problems with biased refereeing were
recorded already in 1906 at the
extraordinary Games in Athens [3]. The
judges from the host country of the
Olympics were very sympathetic to their
weightlifters, so the Greek strongmen were
credited with the weight taken, even if they
could not hold the bar. Two years later, in
London, British boxer Douglas won the
middleweight title thanks to a judge who
was his own father. The evolutionary
development in football refereeing began
with the fact that there was no referee on
the field, he sat on the podium and closely
followed everything that was happening on
the field. As soon as the players had any
misunderstanding, they ran to him and he
immediately passed his verdict. In 1878 the

Sports referees have always been in the zone of increased
attention from critics, although it is obvious that modern
sport is unthinkable without them. An important point for
the successful solution of the problem of raising the
authority of sports should be considered the presence of
good relationships between the refereeing team and the
leadership of the teams.

referee entered the field for the first time
and became the twenty-third participant of
the match. It took another 13 long years
when football referees had assistants, and
the refereeing team began to consist of
three people [1-3].

Sports games belong to sports with so-
called conflict activities, for this reason, the
skill of referees should be at the level of the
skill of the players in order to enable the
audience to see the maximum charm of the
game with a minimum of injury [4,6-7]. By
improving the quality of refereeing, the
judges not only work to increase their
authority, but also contribute to the main
business - the growth of the skill of the
players, raising interest in the sport among
the masses and its popularization. The new
law on sports undoubtedly refers a sports
referee to the participants of a sports
competition.

An important point for the successful
solution of the problem of raising the
authority of sports should be considered
the presence of good relationships between
the refereeing team and the leadership of
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the teams. The personal qualities of the
judges, their courage, objectivity, deep
knowledge of the rules of the game and the
methodology of judging, their tact, good
manners not only become a decisive factor
in increasing the entertainment of the
competition, but also have a huge
educational value for all parties involved in
the competition (both playing teams,
coaches, officials, and spectators) [6-7].
Sport needs referees who do not blindly
follow the rules, but who have mastered
their fundamental provisions, who think on
the sports field, are creative and able to
quickly and deeply analyze the most
difficult situations created during the
match.

Sports refereeing requires sufficient
administrative distance from the main
participants of the competition.

It should be emphasized that sports
referees may bear special responsibility for
poor-quality refereeing.

Bribery of participants and organizers of
professional sports competitions and
spectacular commercial contests), which
established criminal liability for bribing a
sports referee. With regard to the
situation in our country, this means to
systematize the work on the search,
training,
professional development of Russian
judges and inspectors, which, ultimately,
will allow - thanks to serious competition
and the necessary rotation - to grow,
establish and dominate true professionals.
First of all, there are not enough judges to
serve municipal, city, district, regional level

selection, retention and

competitions, school, "yard", children's,
youth teams tournaments.

The development and complication of the
subject composition of sports legal
relations

actualizes the scientific

understanding of the problem of the
proper determination of the legal status of
sports judges, taking into account foreign
experience in this field, as well as the
experience  of international  sports
organizations directly managing the
relevant sports.

The relevance of this issue is determined
by other trends. Thus, some authors note
that in the continuing development of the
world of professional sports, sports
referees who perform their functions
within the framework of the largest events
are increasingly responsible, and their
decisions can influence not only the game
itself, but also the commercial interests
associated with it.

The analysis of the activity of sports judges
allows us to identify the following specific
features of the labor relations of sports
judges: — subordination of a sports judge
in his activities to the sports federation to
the organizer of the competition or an
independent organization of judges; as a
consequence — the spread of the main
feature of the labor relationship to them; —
significant specificity of the sports result of
a sports judge, i.e. the result of the work
performed by a sports referee, the exercise
of his powers and the exercise of his
functions according to an employment
contract: (a) the specific nature, content
and structure of the sports result of a
sports referee in professional sports; b) a
specific sports result of a sports referee,
which includes several elements: the
objectivity of the resulting assessment of
his sports results, as well as this
assessment itself as a result of visual and
intellectual assessments based on a
comparison of the quality and other
performance parameters of a professional
athlete or sports team with the specified
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parameters or with similar parameters of
their rivals — others participating in this
sports competition of professional athletes
or sports teams; balanced and objective
refereeing in strict accordance with the
requirements of the rules of the sport and
taking into account the interests of sport, in
particular, a reasonable and optimal ratio
of the number of punishments imposed for
incorrect behavior of athletes and
violations of the rules during a sports
competition and the actual number of such
acts (excluding obvious gross violations,
which must be recorded and punished); the
quality of the competition in terms of
compliance with the rules of the sport and
the rules of this competition (of this type or
form), the provision of sports order during
the competition; the trust of athletes and
fans;

At the same time, in football, for example,
as noted in the Strategy for the
Development of Refereeing and Inspection
in football for the period 2013-20204, the
number of qualified referees for the period
from 2019 to 2022 increased slightly (from
3,000 people to 4,000), which is clearly
insufficient for the quality of numerous
football competitions at all levels.
According to statistical calculations, this
indicator should have increased by 2.5
times.

An understanding of foreign experience of
similar relations and issues is essential for
developing appropriate approaches to
solving the above-described problem and,
in general, in the development of state
policy in this sphere. 5 It should be noted
that in relation to various sports, there are
different types and categories of sports
referees, which are designated by different
terms, and in foreign legislation various
terms are also used, which in general can

be translated into Russian as "judge". In
order to avoid confusion (and since the
study of various categories of judges,
whose legal status is usually similar, was
not included in the purpose of this work),
we will continue to use mainly the term
"sports judge".

The term "employee" is not suitable due to
the fact that a sports referee does not
always have an employment relationship
with a sports organization, and the term
"functionary"” is more applicable to officials
of such organizations with whom sports
referees may not be bound by a long-term
contractual relationship. Therefore, here
we will use the term "official". A sports
referee has a status similar to that of
members of governing bodies of sports
federations, as he is endowed with certain
and very significant powers for the
duration of a sports competition, and with
the status of athletes and coaches, since he
is a participant in a sports competition
with similar working conditions. At the
same time, sports referees enter into labor
relations with sports organizations to a
lesser extent, unlike professional athletes
and coaches. The need to provide a clearer
definition of the legal status of a sports
referee is due to the need for more
effective protection of his rights.

The legal status of a sports referee should
also be determined in such a way as to
ensure his authority for the participants of
a sports competition. Sports functionaries
play a very important role in the sports
industry when conducting sports events,
however, as a rule, they do not receive very
high incomes like other participants of
events when it comes to professional
sports, and to a lesser extent become the
objects of public attention.8 Nevertheless,
it is worth noting that the practice of using
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the image rights of sports referees by
sports organizations takes place, including
in some states it is regulated at the
legislative level (which will be revealed
later).

Sports referees should only take the
necessary measures to ensure compliance
with the rules of the competition, which
include, for example, advising participants
about prohibited techniques. At the same
time, each situation is unique, and when
resolving relevant disputes, the assessment
of the behavior of a sports referee will be
carried out in comparison with the
behavior of a prudent and reasonable
person with similar qualifications and
experience. Sports officials cannot be held
responsible for improper or irresponsible
behavior of participants in a sports
competition, and also, if their duties are
properly performed, they cannot be held
responsible for an injury to an athlete.

The status of sports referees in foreign
legislation is defined rather vaguely, most
issues related to ensuring the rights of
these specialists in the field of sports are
determined in accordance with the
regulatory documents of sports
organizations in which they carry out their
professional activities, however, we can
talk about some tendency to strengthen the
protection of some basic rights of sports
referees at the national level of legal
regulation. It is impossible to talk about the
existence of any general trends towards
determining the legal status of a sports
referee, as a rule, if it is regulated by
legislation, it is only fragmentary.
Nevertheless, it is possible to identify some
of the main existing approaches: —
attribution of a sports referee to sports
specialists (or another collective category
of persons engaged in servicing sports
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events, which does not include athletes, for
example, to the so-called officials of sports
competitions); — equating the status of a
professional sports referee in certain cases
with the status of a professional athlete or
coach and extending the relevant
provisions of labor legislation to the judge;
— equating the status of a sports referee
participating  in significant  sports
competitions with the status of a top—Ilevel
sports athlete and granting him the
appropriate benefits and rights; —
separating sports referees into a separate
independent category of sports subjects
and giving them a certain legal status
different from the status of other subjects; -
the absence in legislation of norms
establishing the legal status of a sports
judge or an arbitrator

When determining the legal status of a
sports judge, it is necessary to take into
account that, as noted earlier, a sports
judge in different sports can be understood
as different specialists with a different list
of functions, as well as the fact that the
specifics of the activity of a sports judge
significantly depends not only on the sport,
but also on whether this segment is
professional sports, amateur sports, or
sports of the highest achievements. There
are approaches that define only the status,
rights and procedure of professional sports
judges who carry out their activities in
professional sports, judges who carry out
their activities only in amateur sports, as
well as approaches that establish only the
status of sports judges in some sports, such
as, for example, boxing or football (and
other team game sports).

This may be due to the specifics of these
sports and dictated by the public interests
of ensuring safety in sports, the need for a
clearer definition of the special rights of a
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sports referee (for example, the right to
stop a competition if necessary) and the
implementation of stricter control over the
activities of such referees, establishing
stricter requirements for them than it can
potentially be implemented at the level of
themselves. sports organizations that are
not related to these interests.

Also note that in the legislation of different
states, different (sometimes radically)
points of view can be implemented on the
question of whether a sports referee
should be considered as a participant in
labor relations. In the world, both at the
legislative level in foreign countries and at
the level of regulatory regulation of sports
organizations, there is no consensus either
on determining the legal status of a sports
referee in general or on mandatory —

www.in-academy.uz

However, we note the following aspects
that, taking into account the experience of
foreign states and international sports
organizations in this area, could potentially
be effectively taken into account with the
further development of the legislation of
the Russian Federation in this area: — the
establishment of a certain inviolability of
sports referees in relation to actions
carried out by them as part of the
performance of their functions at sporting
events; — establishing responsibility for
the use of violence against a sports referee
in connection with the performance of his
functions; — equating the status of a sports
referee as a subject of labor relations with
the status of professional athletes and
coaches.
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