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of generative artificial intelligence into Legal English

courses taught within the framework of English for
Specific Purposes (ESP) in Uzbekistan. The research
aims to evaluate the effectiveness of Al-assisted
learning in enhancing legal vocabulary acquisition,
legal writing, legal reading comprehension, and
professional communicative competence among law
students. The study involved sixty undergraduate law
students divided into control and experimental
groups. The experimental group utilized generative
Al tools, including ChatGPT, for legal text analysis,
legal drafting, terminology practice, and case-based
discussions. The findings demonstrate that Al-
supported instruction contributes to significant
improvements in students’ Legal English proficiency
and professional communication skills. The study
highlights pedagogical opportunities, identifies
potential challenges, and proposes recommendations
for integrating artificial intelligence into ESP-
oriented legal education in Uzbekistan.

Introduction

The twenty-first century has witnessed unprecedented technological advancements that have
transformed educational systems worldwide. Among these innovations, artificial intelligence
(AI) has emerged as one of the most influential technologies affecting teaching and learning
processes. Universities increasingly incorporate Al-powered tools into educational
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environments to support personalized learning, enhance student engagement, and improve
academic outcomes.

Simultaneously, globalization has increased the importance of English as the primary
language of international legal communication. Modern legal professionals are expected to
participate in international negotiations, cross-border transactions, arbitration proceedings,
and legal consultations conducted in English. Consequently, Legal English has become an
essential component of legal education and professional training.

In Uzbekistan, ongoing judicial reforms and expanding international cooperation have created
a growing demand for lawyers capable of operating effectively in English-speaking legal
environments. The development of professional communicative competence in Legal English
is therefore considered a strategic objective within higher legal education. However,
traditional approaches to teaching Legal English often encounter difficulties related to student
motivation, limited exposure to authentic legal discourse, and insufficient opportunities for
practical language application.

Generative artificial intelligence offers new possibilities for addressing these challenges. Al-
powered systems can provide immediate feedback, generate authentic legal scenarios,
facilitate legal drafting exercises, and support individualized learning experiences. Despite the
increasing popularity of Al tools in education, their application within Legal English
instruction in Uzbekistan remains largely unexplored.

The relevance of this study is determined by the necessity to modernize Legal English
instruction and align educational practices with contemporary technological developments.
The research contributes to the growing body of knowledge concerning the intersection of
artificial intelligence, ESP pedagogy, and legal education.

Literature Review

The theoretical foundations of English for Specific Purposes were established through the
works of Hutchinson and Waters, Robinson, Dudley-Evans, and St. John. ESP emphasizes the
design of language instruction according to learners’ professional and academic needs. Unlike
General English, ESP courses focus on specialized discourse, professional terminology, and
authentic communicative situations relevant to specific fields.

Legal English represents a highly specialized branch of ESP characterized by complex
terminology, formal syntax, and distinctive discourse conventions. Mellinkoff described legal
language as a unique linguistic system possessing its own vocabulary and stylistic features.
Tiersma further emphasized the necessity of specialized pedagogical approaches for teaching
legal discourse due to its complexity and professional specificity.

Recent developments in educational technology have introduced artificial intelligence as a
transformative force within language education. Researchers have identified numerous
advantages of Al-assisted language learning, including personalized instruction, immediate
feedback, adaptive learning pathways, and increased learner autonomy. Studies conducted by
Luckin, Holmes, and Zawacki-Richter indicate that artificial intelligence can significantly
enhance foreign language acquisition when appropriately integrated into educational
contexts.

Within legal education, scholars have increasingly investigated the role of Al in developing
professional competencies. Artificial intelligence tools can simulate legal consultations,
generate legal documents, analyze court decisions, and facilitate legal research. These
capabilities make Al particularly valuable for Legal English instruction, where authentic
professional communication is essential.

However, concerns regarding academic integrity, overreliance on technology, data privacy,
and the potential reduction of critical thinking skills continue to generate debate among
educators. Consequently, further empirical research is necessary to determine the most
effective pedagogical models for integrating Al into ESP-oriented Legal English courses.
Research Methodology
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This study employed a mixed-methods research design combining quantitative and
qualitative approaches.

The participants consisted of sixty undergraduate law students enrolled in Legal English
courses at a higher educational institution in Uzbekistan. The students were divided into two
groups:

Control Group (30 students): traditional Legal English instruction;

Experimental Group (30 students): Al-assisted Legal English instruction.

The experiment was conducted over a period of twelve weeks.

The instructional activities for the experimental group included:

— legal terminology practice using ChatGPT;

— analysis of legal cases through Al-generated discussions;

— drafting contracts and legal correspondence;

- simulated client-lawyer consultations;

- legal document summarization;

— legal argumentation exercises.

Data collection methods included:

1. Pre-test and post-test assessments;

2 Student questionnaires;

3 Classroom observations;

4. Semi-structured interviews;

5 Performance evaluation rubrics.

The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistical methods and comparative
analysis.

Results and Discussion

The pre-test results indicated relatively similar levels of Legal English proficiency in both
groups.

Table 1. Initial Legal English Competence Levels

Competence Area Control Group (%) Experimental Group (%)
Legal Vocabulary 58 57
Legal Reading 61 60
Legal Writing 55 56
Legal Speaking 53 54
Overall Competence 57 57

Following the twelve-week intervention, notable differences emerged between the groups.

Table 2. Post-Test Results

Competence Area Control Group (%) Experimental Group (%)
Legal Vocabulary 69 87
Legal Reading 71 89
Legal Writing 66 85
Legal Speaking 64 83
Overall Competence 68 86

The findings demonstrate that students who participated in Al-assisted instruction achieved
substantially higher performance across all competence areas.

Particularly significant improvements were observed in legal writing and terminology
acquisition. Students reported that Al tools provided immediate explanations of legal
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concepts, offered examples of authentic legal documents, and facilitated independent practice
outside classroom settings.

Interview data revealed that participants appreciated the interactive nature of Al-assisted
learning. Many students indicated that generative Al increased their confidence in using legal
terminology and participating in professional discussions.

Nevertheless, several challenges were identified. Some students demonstrated excessive
dependence on Al-generated responses and occasionally accepted inaccurate information
without verification. These findings emphasize the importance of developing critical
evaluation skills alongside technological competence.

The results support previous international studies suggesting that artificial intelligence can
serve as an effective supplementary tool in language education. However, Al should not
replace instructors but rather function as an educational resource integrated within
pedagogically sound learning environments.

Pedagogical Implications

Based on the findings, several recommendations can be proposed:

Introduce Al literacy modules into Legal English curricula.

Train instructors in the pedagogically effective use of generative Al.

Develop Al-assisted Legal English learning materials adapted to the Uzbek context.
Combine traditional teaching methods with technology-enhanced learning.

Encourage critical evaluation of Al-generated legal information.

Incorporate authentic legal tasks supported by artificial intelligence tools.

Conclusion

The integration of generative artificial intelligence into Legal English ESP courses represents a
promising direction for modern legal education in Uzbekistan. The findings of this study
demonstrate that Al-assisted instruction significantly improves legal vocabulary acquisition,
legal writing skills, reading comprehension, and professional communicative competence
among law students.

Artificial intelligence provides opportunities for personalized learning, authentic professional
practice, and increased student engagement. At the same time, educators must address
challenges related to information reliability, ethical use, and technological dependence.

The successful implementation of Al-enhanced Legal English instruction can contribute to the
preparation of highly qualified legal professionals capable of functioning effectively within
both national and international legal environments. Future research may investigate long-
term learning outcomes, comparative analyses across institutions, and the development of
specialized Al-based pedagogical models for legal education.
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