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Nashr gilindi: 31-yanvar 2026 yil belonging in 21st-century British novels. Contemporary

British  fiction increasingly foregrounds migrant

- . . experiences shaped by displacement, cultural hybridity,
Migration, Belonging; memory, and identity negotiation. Drawing on
postcolonial theory, the article analyzes selected works by

Zadie Smith, Monica Ali, and Mohsin Hamid. It argues that

Contemporary British Fiction;
Identity; Diaspora; Postcolonial

Studies. belonging is depicted not as a fixed condition but as a fluid
and ongoing process influenced by language, social
exclusion, and cultural memory.

Introduction

In the 21st century, migration has become one of the most significant social and cultural
phenomena shaping British society. As a result of globalization, postcolonial legacies, and
transnational mobility, the United Kingdom has transformed into a multicultural space where
diverse identities coexist. Contemporary British literature reflects these changes by placing
migration and belonging at the center of its narratives.In the 21st century, migration has
become one of the most significant social and cultural phenomena shaping British society. As a
result of globalization, postcolonial legacies, and transnational mobility, the United Kingdom
has transformed into a multicultural space where diverse identities coexist. Contemporary
British literature reflects these changes by placing migration and belonging at the center of its
narratives.In the 21st century, migration has become one of the most significant social and
cultural phenomena shaping British society. As a result of globalization, postcolonial legacies,
and transnational mobility, the United Kingdom has transformed into a multicultural space
where diverse identities coexist. Contemporary British literature reflects these changes by
placing migration and belonging at the center of its narratives.In the 21st century, migration
has become one of the most significant social and cultural phenomena shaping British society.
As a result of globalization, postcolonial legacies, and transnational mobility, the United
Kingdom has transformed into a multicultural space where diverse identities coexist.
Contemporary British literature reflects these changes by placing migration and belonging at
the center of its narratives.In the 21st century, migration has become one of the most significant
social and cultural phenomena shaping British society. As a result of globalization, postcolonial
legacies, and transnational mobility, the United Kingdom has transformed into a multicultural
space where diverse identities coexist. Contemporary British literature reflects these changes
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by placing migration and belonging at the center of its narratives.In the 21st century, migration
has become one of the most significant social and cultural phenomena shaping British society.
As a result of globalization, postcolonial legacies, and transnational mobility, the United
Kingdom has transformed into a multicultural space where diverse identities coexist.
Contemporary British literature reflects these changes by placing migration and belonging at
the center of its narratives.

Theoretical Framework

The concept of belonging has been widely discussed in migration studies and cultural
theory. Scholars argue that belonging extends beyond legal citizenship to include emotional
attachment and social recognition. Postcolonial theorists such as Homi Bhabha and Stuart Hall
emphasize hybridity and identity as dynamic processes. These ideas are crucial for
understanding migrant characters in contemporary British fiction.The concept of belonging has
been widely discussed in migration studies and cultural theory. Scholars argue that belonging
extends beyond legal citizenship to include emotional attachment and social recognition.
Postcolonial theorists such as Homi Bhabha and Stuart Hall emphasize hybridity and identity
as dynamic processes. These ideas are crucial for understanding migrant characters in
contemporary British fiction.The concept of belonging has been widely discussed in migration
studies and cultural theory. Scholars argue that belonging extends beyond legal citizenship to
include emotional attachment and social recognition. Postcolonial theorists such as Homi
Bhabha and Stuart Hall emphasize hybridity and identity as dynamic processes. These ideas are
crucial for understanding migrant characters in contemporary British fiction.The concept of
belonging has been widely discussed in migration studies and cultural theory. Scholars argue
that belonging extends beyond legal citizenship to include emotional attachment and social
recognition. Postcolonial theorists such as Homi Bhabha and Stuart Hall emphasize hybridity
and identity as dynamic processes. These ideas are crucial for understanding migrant
characters in contemporary British fiction.The concept of belonging has been widely discussed
in migration studies and cultural theory. Scholars argue that belonging extends beyond legal
citizenship to include emotional attachment and social recognition. Postcolonial theorists such
as Homi Bhabha and Stuart Hall emphasize hybridity and identity as dynamic processes. These
ideas are crucial for understanding migrant characters in contemporary British fiction.The
concept of belonging has been widely discussed in migration studies and cultural theory.
Scholars argue that belonging extends beyond legal citizenship to include emotional
attachment and social recognition. Postcolonial theorists such as Homi Bhabha and Stuart Hall
emphasize hybridity and identity as dynamic processes. These ideas are crucial for
understanding migrant characters in contemporary British fiction.

Migration and Urban Space

Urban space, particularly London, plays a central role in 21st-century British migration
narratives. The city is portrayed as both a site of opportunity and exclusion. In Zadie Smith’s
*White Teeth*, multicultural London becomes a space where belonging is continuously
negotiated across generations.Urban space, particularly London, plays a central role in 21st-
century British migration narratives. The city is portrayed as both a site of opportunity and
exclusion. In Zadie Smith’s *White Teeth*, multicultural London becomes a space where
belonging is continuously negotiated across generations.Urban space, particularly London,
plays a central role in 21st-century British migration narratives. The city is portrayed as both a
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site of opportunity and exclusion. In Zadie Smith’s *White Teeth*, multicultural London
becomes a space where belonging is continuously negotiated across generations.Urban space,
particularly London, plays a central role in 21st-century British migration narratives. The city
is portrayed as both a site of opportunity and exclusion. In Zadie Smith’s *White Teeth*,
multicultural London becomes a space where belonging is continuously negotiated across
generations.Urban space, particularly London, plays a central role in 21st-century British
migration narratives. The city is portrayed as both a site of opportunity and exclusion. In Zadie
Smith’s *White Teeth*, multicultural London becomes a space where belonging is continuously
negotiated across generations.Urban space, particularly London, plays a central role in 21st-
century British migration narratives. The city is portrayed as both a site of opportunity and
exclusion. In Zadie Smith’s *White Teeth*, multicultural London becomes a space where
belonging is continuously negotiated across generations.

Language, Identity, and Belonging

Language functions as a key marker of belonging in migrant narratives. Linguistic
competence enables social integration, while accent and code-switching often mark characters
as outsiders. Monica Ali’s *Brick Lane* illustrates how language acquisition empowers migrant
women and reshapes their sense of belonging.Language functions as a key marker of belonging
in migrant narratives. Linguistic competence enables social integration, while accent and code-
switching often mark characters as outsiders. Monica Ali’'s *Brick Lane* illustrates how
language acquisition empowers migrant women and reshapes their sense of
belonging.Language functions as a key marker of belonging in migrant narratives. Linguistic
competence enables social integration, while accent and code-switching often mark characters
as outsiders. Monica Ali's *Brick Lane* illustrates how language acquisition empowers migrant
women and reshapes their sense of belonging.Language functions as a key marker of belonging
in migrant narratives. Linguistic competence enables social integration, while accent and code-
switching often mark characters as outsiders. Monica Ali’s *Brick Lane* illustrates how
language acquisition empowers migrant women and reshapes their sense of
belonging.Language functions as a key marker of belonging in migrant narratives. Linguistic
competence enables social integration, while accent and code-switching often mark characters
as outsiders. Monica Ali’'s *Brick Lane* illustrates how language acquisition empowers migrant
women and reshapes their sense of belonging.Language functions as a key marker of belonging
in migrant narratives. Linguistic competence enables social integration, while accent and code-
switching often mark characters as outsiders. Monica Ali’'s *Brick Lane* illustrates how
language acquisition empowers migrant women and reshapes their sense of belonging.

Home, Memory, and Nostalgia

The idea of home in contemporary British migration novels is complex and fragmented.
Migrant characters often reconstruct home through memory and nostalgia. Mohsin Hamid'’s
*The Reluctant Fundamentalist® demonstrates how displacement and global politics
complicate the migrant’s sense of belonging.The idea of home in contemporary British
migration novels is complex and fragmented. Migrant characters often reconstruct home
through memory and nostalgia. Mohsin Hamid’s *The Reluctant Fundamentalist* demonstrates
how displacement and global politics complicate the migrant’s sense of belonging.The idea of
home in contemporary British migration novels is complex and fragmented. Migrant characters
often reconstruct home through memory and nostalgia. Mohsin Hamid’s *The Reluctant
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Fundamentalist* demonstrates how displacement and global politics complicate the migrant’s
sense of belonging.The idea of home in contemporary British migration novels is complex and
fragmented. Migrant characters often reconstruct home through memory and nostalgia. Mohsin
Hamid’s *The Reluctant Fundamentalist* demonstrates how displacement and global politics
complicate the migrant’s sense of belonging.The idea of home in contemporary British
migration novels is complex and fragmented. Migrant characters often reconstruct home
through memory and nostalgia. Mohsin Hamid’s *The Reluctant Fundamentalist* demonstrates
how displacement and global politics complicate the migrant’s sense of belonging.The idea of
home in contemporary British migration novels is complex and fragmented. Migrant characters
often reconstruct home through memory and nostalgia. Mohsin Hamid’s *The Reluctant
Fundamentalist* demonstrates how displacement and global politics complicate the migrant’s
sense of belonging.

Conclusion

Migration and belonging remain central themes in 21st-century British fiction.
Contemporary novels depict belonging as a dynamic and unfinished process shaped by identity
negotiation, memory, and social inclusion. Through migration narratives, British writers
challenge fixed notions of national identity and propose more inclusive understandings of
belonging.Migration and belonging remain central themes in 21st-century British fiction.
Contemporary novels depict belonging as a dynamic and unfinished process shaped by identity
negotiation, memory, and social inclusion. Through migration narratives, British writers
challenge fixed notions of national identity and propose more inclusive understandings of
belonging.Migration and belonging remain central themes in 21st-century British fiction.
Contemporary novels depict belonging as a dynamic and unfinished process shaped by identity
negotiation, memory, and social inclusion. Through migration narratives, British writers
challenge fixed notions of national identity and propose more inclusive understandings of
belonging.Migration and belonging remain central themes in 21st-century British fiction.
Contemporary novels depict belonging as a dynamic and unfinished process shaped by identity
negotiation, memory, and social inclusion. Through migration narratives, British writers
challenge fixed notions of national identity and propose more inclusive understandings of
belonging.Migration and belonging remain central themes in 21st-century British fiction.
Contemporary novels depict belonging as a dynamic and unfinished process shaped by identity
negotiation, memory, and social inclusion. Through migration narratives, British writers
challenge fixed notions of national identity and propose more inclusive understandings of
belonging.
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